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Did You Know Presidents Perspective
We now have a website, thanks I am pleased to report that West Boylston Land trust is mak-
tq the efforts of Trustee ing steady progress toward our objective of preserving open
Rick Quimby. Visit us at space, agricultural lands, lands of historic sites, and areas of
www.wblit.org ecological interest. In November of 2001, we received our first

to find general information about
the Land Trust, our properties,
maps and photos, membership
information, and relevant con-
servation links.

Get Involved

Be a part of a work party. From
mid-March through the end of .
April we will have two or three
work parties to continue the
trash removal effort and minor
brush cutting at the Girouard
property on Goodale Street.
Please call Gerry Gomes (508-
835-2719) if you'd like us to con-
tact you with the dates and
times for this activity.

Save the Date

Saturday, March 15, 2003
Massachusetts Land Trust Con-
ference

Bancroft School, Worcester,
Massachusetts

This is a very informative annual
event. If you would like to attend
this conference with members of
the WBLT, please contact

Dave Sweetman
(508-835-3761).

donation of land, through the generosity of Jim and Janice
Girouard. This is a wooded lot on Goodale Street which is trav-
ersed by a seasonal stream. By keeping this lot in its undevel-
oped condition, we are enhancing the natural features of the
neighborhood. in the future, we hope that we will be able to

-extend the protection to additional sections of the stream, as

well as to nearby woods. :

During the past few months we have been approached by
a landowner with regard to granting to us a conservation re-
striction (often called a "CR"), on nine acres of land in the
southern section of town. Under a CR the landowner makes a
legal agreement which permanently limits the use of property
in order to protect its conservation values. This is a very com-
monly used technique for protecting land; and would be our
first CR. The owner has contacted a lawyer to work out the de-
tails, and we hope to have the arrangement finalized early in
the new year.

Two events during the past year demonstrated the need for
all of us to work together to protect our open spaces and
woodlands from development, to the extent possible. One of
these incidents was related to a proposal of some of the
Parks Commissioners to bulldoze a large portion of the re-
maining wooded section of Goodale Park in order to build ad-
ditional playing fields. Over 1,000 townspeople signed peti-
tions protesting against this proposal. Early in 2003 we will be
investigating the feasibility of having the town impose a con-
servation restriction on portions of Goodale Park to prevent
the wooded sections from being converted to athletlc fields -
as was proposed a few months ago.

The other incident was a proposal by a developer to build
over 150 apartments on an 8 acre site on Prospect Street,
even though the land is zoned for single family residences,
and is part of the aquifer protection area for the town wells.
Because of Chapter 40A of the General Laws, (the so-called
anti-snob zoning law), the Prospect Street housing project may
be hard to stop if it is reactivated.



