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October is membership Presidents Perspective

month, time to join or
renew

Visit our website for
information pertaining to West
Boylston Land Trust, and links
to many sites of interest.

Fall Cleanup

The fall cleanup of the Girouard
property is November 15th at
9:00 a.m. (raindate November
16th, same time). Bring work
gloves, rakes, clippers and
pruning saws. interested parties
needing more information may
contact Mike Peckar at
508-835-2959.

Free Firewood

Is available to volunteers at the
fall cleanup. People can choose
from an accumulation of fallen
trees and large branches to
take home to their fireplaces.

This has been a very busy year for the West Boylston
Land Trust. We have continued our efforts to develop a
long-range management plan for the Girouard property
on Goodale Street, which was donated to us late in
20041. In addition to bringing invasive plants under con-
trol and enhancing the natural beauty of the land, we
plan to develop an educational program so that young
people can better understand and appreciate the natural
features of our local environment.

Tax Exemption Granted

After we received the donation of the Girouard land, we
took the steps necessary to establish its tax exempt
status, as permitted in Chapter 59, section 5, clause 3 of
the Massachusetts General Laws. Our Treasurer,

Mike Peckar, did a great job organizing our application,
and presenting it to the Board of Assessors. We are
pleased to report that the Board granted an exemption
on this parcel on March 20, 2003.

Joint Effort with Malden Brook Farm

As you may have read in the local press, the WBLT has
decided to work together with Malden Brook Farm in de-
veloping opportunities for local townspeople to learn
about tree identification and maintenance, the impact of
soils, and similar matters. Bob Tashjian, who is one of
our trustees, has provided outstanding leadership in pre-
serving the Farm (located on Prospect Street on 250
acres of breathtaking fields, woods and streams). It is
great for the town to have this farm preserved, and we
look forward to working closely with Bob’s organization in
the years to come.

We All Benefit From Land Donations

We have not received any other land donations this year,
but we have been approached by a landowner in the
southern section of town who has plans to donate eight



